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Waste Race

Objective

To classify waste items as reusable, recyclable, compostable, disposable, or household hazardous waste


Description 
Students will participate in a relay race to place waste items in appropriate bins.


Materials

· A variety of waste items in each of the categories listed in Step 1, supplied by the teacher.
· Two bags or wastebaskets
· Two sets of coloured stickers (e.g., red and blue)
· Five large plastic or metal bins

Step1
Discuss the different collected waste items and where they should go when they are done being used (e.g., landfill, recycling bin, compost pile).
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Step 2: Label five plastic bins as “Reusable,” “Recyclable,” “Compostable,” “Household Hazardous Waste (HHW),” or “Disposable Waste,” respectively, and place them throughout the room. (This activity will work best in a large area like a hall or a playground so the students have enough room to run around.) Review vocabulary with students.
 
Step 3: Collect waste items over a few days . Collect enough for each student to have at least one turn participating in the race. Make sure the items are not dangerous for the students to handle (e.g., no sharp edges on open cans) and they should be cleaned, if necessary. Divide the items into two piles (one for each team), labelling the
Red team’s items with the red stickers and the Blue team’s items with the blue stickers. 

Step 4: Have students form two lines/teams in the centre of the room. 

Step 5: Explain to the students how a relay race works. The teacher should pre-determine and announce a time limit for the race, based on the number of students and their level of familiarity with the subject. When the teacher signals for the race to start, the first student in each line will reach into his or her team’s waste bag and pull out an item. The two students will decide in which bin it belongs and run to the labelled plastic bin. After placing the waste item in the bin, the student will run back to the end of the line and the next two students will repeat the same process. When the time limit has been exceeded, the teacher will end the race. The object is to be the fastest team to sort the items correctly. 

                                                             [image: Green-Schools_4col_min.jpg]                                      

Step 6: At the end of the race, empty each bin one at a time so all the students can see if the items were placed correctly. Encourage the students to discuss why each waste item was placed in its bin. Discuss whether some waste items can be placed in more than one bin. The team that was able to place the most items in the correct bin wins. 


Expand the Waste Race to include other classrooms and possibly a tournament for an Action Day activity.
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