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Global Citizenship Marine Environment
Marine Litter Awareness Survey
An awareness survey is used to examine how aware people are on a particular topic. By carrying out the survey below, you will be able to measure how aware your school community is of marine litter. Survey as many students and staff as possible. Complete the survey in year one (as early as you can) before you start any sort of awareness raising or educating on the topic of the marine environment. Repeat the survey again in year two. Hopefully, you will record an increase in awareness!

	                       
	Year 1
	Year 2

	What % of students and staff have heard of marine litter? 
	
	

	What % of students and staff can list three sources of marine litter?
	
	

	What % of students and staff can list three reasons why marine litter is bad for the marine environment?
	
	

	What % of students and staff can list three ways we can prevent marine litter entering the marine environment? 
	
	

	What % of students and staff can list three ways in which climate change affects the marine environment?
	
	



Tips:
· Take the age of the students into consideration when asking the questions. For example, older students will understand “Can you list three ways we can prevent marine litter entering the marine environment?”, For younger students, you could rephrase the question to “can you think of three ways we could stop litter ending up in the sea?”
· Ask students to survey their families, or create an online survey for parents to fill in. That way you could compare the awareness levels within the school with that of the wider school community.
· Publicise the results of both surveys on your Green-Schools notice board. Celebrate any increase in awareness!

Sample answers:
	                      
	Sample answers

	What % of students and staff have heard of marine litter? 
	Yes or no

	What % of students and staff can list three sources of marine litter?
	Litter left at beaches, waste dumped at sea, discarded fishing gear, sewage, litter blown from streets, poorly managed landfill, wastewater


	What % of students and staff can list three reasons why marine litter is bad for the marine environment?
	Strangles animals, chokes animals, poisons animals, hurts animals, enters food chain, entangles animals, transports invasive species, damages reefs

	What % of students and staff can list three ways we can prevent marine litter entering the marine environment? 
	Reduce our use of single use plastics, create less waste, upcycle and reuse products, dispose of waste properly, avoid microplastics, pick up litter at beaches, don’t take part in balloon releases, avoid using glitter

	What % of students and staff can list three ways in which climate change affects the marine environment?
	Increases water temperature, decreases oxygen levels in the water, causes ocean acidification, melting sea ice, rising sea levels, more extreme weather
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