Learn abOUt: R ‘:‘*v
Moorhen !TQ

STAY HOME WATER Green-Schools

As Gaeilge: Cearc uisce

ScCientific hame: Gallinula chloropus

What is it?

The moorhen is a common river bird
anhd Cah be found on ponds, lakes,
Cahals and rivers around the country
and it is widespread aCross Europe.
It Can be quite seCretive and likes to hide in the reeds at the
edge of the riverbanhk.

What does it |00k like?

The moorhen is about 32Cm inh length
ahd has a wingspanh of about 50CM —
it’s about the size Of a pigeon. Tt is a
similar shape to a ChiCken with a
large body and small head.

Its feathers are dark grey going into dark brown with a white
stripe along the side, and its beak is bright red with a yellow tip.
The flesh of the beak goes up between the eyes — this is Called
the “fore Crown”. The moorhen has long yellow legs and big feet
with long toes! The large feet help it to distribute its weight so
that it Cah Walk on top Of floating plants like lily-pads. A Similar
loOKing water-bird is a “coot”, but COOts have a white beak
instead Of g red one.



Where does it live?

Moorhens Cah be found on freshwater- -
ways and wetlands throughout Ireland, ¥

though they are rarer in the West. 1\
They build their nests, which are N
usually basket-shaped, out of dry
vegetation on riverbanks or onh plants

StiCKihg up out Of the water — Or even
aS 3 floating raft!

In springtime the female moorhen lays
about eight eggs, and both parents
take turhs inCubating them. After
about 6 weeks the eggs hatch, and the
ChiCks stay with their mother for
anhother few weeks before becoming
independent.




What does it eat?

Moorhens are not £ussy eaters. They
eat both plants and animals, this
makes them “omnivores”. They
usually feed on insects, plants, small
fish, tadpoles, seeds and fruit.

Threats:

Moorhens are common birds, but
they are impacted by habitat (0SS,
if suitable nesting sites are built over
or degraded through water pollution.
Water birds are easily disturbed, dogs off
their |eashes Can disturb hesting
moorhens and their ChiCks, whiCh means they have less
opportuhity to feed because they have to be alert to danhger.

Links:

Check out the RSPB moorhen facCt
pasge, listen to a moorhen’s Call and
watcCh a Video Clip:

https://Www.rspb.org.uk/birds-ahd-
wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-
Z/moorhen/

Learn to tell the difference betweenh a Coot ahd @ moorhenh with
this Clip:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbWYHC7GDIY



https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/moorhen/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/moorhen/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/moorhen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbWyHc7GDjY

Your Turn!

Get some blahk paper ahd colours and draw your
own moorhen. Here are some things to think
about for your drawing:

e Remember what Colours the moorhen is...

e Remember its colourful red and yellow beak
o Jt’s long yellow legs and long toes

o What's around the Kingfisher? Draw the lake g

Or river where it lives, what else might you
see there?

Quick Quiz:
o TWhat colour is @ moorhen’s beak?

e What is the tertn used to descCribe an
ahimal that eats both ahimals anhd planhts?

o Where do moorhens make their hests?
e HOW many eggs does a moorhen usually lay?
e True or False: Moorhens have webbed feet?

1f you’re stuck for ah answer, read baCk over the
fact sheet!




