
Green-Schools 

Global Citizenship 
Food & Biodiversity Theme



Green-Schools is in the: 

Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce



Green-Schools: The Programme 

o International Environmental Programme

o Award Scheme

o Long-term programme

o Holistic

o Ethos

o Whole-school Action 



Green-Schools for Everyone – Inclusivity Statement

We warmly welcome participants of all backgrounds, cultures, races and

ethnicities, religions and belief systems, abilities, sexual orientations and

gender identities. Equity, diversity and social justice are fundamental to our

values – so whoever you are, we can’t wait to have YOU involved

Green-Schools’ mission is 

to protect planet Earth -

our shared home to which 

we all belong -and we 

want everyone involved!



Green-Schools: In Ireland 2022

o >92% of all schools in Ireland

o 3,708 schools registered

o 3,398 schools awarded

o 81,013 teachers

o 889,612 pupils





Green-Schools Themes

Green- Schools 
Themes

1:Litter & Waste

3: Energy

6: GC Litter & 
Waste

5: Biodiversity

4: Travel

2: Water

7: GC Energy

8: GC Marine Environment

9: GC Travel

10: GC Food & 

Biodiversity



What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity, or biological diversity, is the variety of life forms; from the

tiniest flower on your lawn to the largest animals at sea

A high level of diversity is considered to be very important and desirable.



Why is Biodiversity important? 



Why is Food an important topic? 

Environmental Personal

Diet

Litter & Waste Activity Levels

Energy Mental Health

Water Behavioural issues 

Travel Social skills

Biodiversity Practical life skills

Knowledge



Does Green-Schools Make a Difference?



2021/2022 Food and Biodiversity 

Schools in review

>95% of schools 
planted carrots

On average schools 
planted 7 different 
types of crops

>50% of schools tried 4 
or more cooking 
activities!



Survey Results 2020-2022



Green-Schools 7 Steps 

For the Food & Biodiversity Theme



Step 1: Green-Schools Committee



Step 1: Green-Schools Committee

• Essential

➢ Students (N.B. student led)

➢ Co-ordinator

• Optional

➢ Sub-Committee for previous theme

➢ Other staff

➢ Parents

➢ Community Members

• Remember! Whole school involvement! 



Step 2: Environmental Review 
(…..before you take action!)

There are 2 Essential Actions:

1. Food and Biodiversity Awareness Survey

2. Compile a Food Habitat Map

Other optional actions:

1. Assess Soil Health

2. Assess school grounds 

biodiversity



Food and Bio Awareness Survey
1. What % of students and staff have grown food 

before? 

2. What % of students and staff have eaten food 

that they have grown? 

3. What % of students and staff have enjoyed 

cooking food that they have grown?

4. Which of the following plants do you think grow 

in Ireland? Examples given.

5. What % of students have read all of the 

ingredients in a packet of biscuits?

6. What % of students and staff can name two ways 

that we need biodiversity to help us grow our food?

7. What % of students and staff can name two ways 

that our food choices might actually harm 

biodiversity?



Food Habitat Mapping 

• Provide a base to plan improvements

• The map will show:

• layout of school

• any and all types of food 
related items on it including: 

– veg patch/fruit trees/raised 
beds

– wild food areas

– the school canteen

– food waste bins

– vending machines



Food Habitat Mapping



Step 3: Action Plan

Over-arching aims… 1) Increase food literacy
– Food labels

– Environmental impacts 
of food production

2) Increase practical 
knowledge & skills
– In the garden

– In the kitchen



Step 3 – Action Plan 

Autumn / 

Winter
Spring Summer

Year 1
Introduction 

to Theme
Grow Crops

Harvest 

Celebrations

Year 2 

Study 

‘Global 

Impacts’

Grow Crops
Harvest 

Celebrations



Step 3: Action Plan The Crops

- Coordinators given list

- Coordinators to assign crops to classes, with Harvest Recipes in mind 

for May-June time.

- Schools are not asked to grow anything over the summer, but can if they 

want. 



Step 3: Action Plan

- Coordinators given list of Harvest Recipes

- Linking to crops

- Varying cooking methods

- No cook

- Hob cook

- Oven cook

- Coordinators to distribute these to classes in 
Spring, with crop cards, to help inform 
choices.

- School runs a number of ‘harvest feast’ 
celebrations May-June.

The Harvest



Sample 

Growing & 
Harvesting 

Actions



Sample 
Cooking 
Actions



Step 3: Action Plan The Global Topics Cards

Coordinators given list and decide with 

Committee on one core theme for the 

whole school to study

1. Our Diet and our Rainforests

2. Pesticides and Wildlife

3. Our Diet our Climate

4. Protecting Pollinators 

5. Food Waste

6. Food Miles

7. Who is your farmer?

8. Crop Diversity



Sample 
Learning

on the

Global Topics



Step 3 – Action Plan 

Following the Env. Review, schools opt into carrying out workshops and 

lesson plans, over the two-year cycle including:

• Workshop Resources Autumn-Spring

• Food Choices and Labels Activity

• Soil Workshop 

• Seeds Workshop

• Crop Cards

• Spring/Summer :

• Harvest Recipes

• Cooking Skills Demos/Workshops

• Autumn Year 2: 

• Global Topic Sheets

Supports and Resources

https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/The-Story-of-Our-Food-Lesson-Activities.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Soil-Investigation-Guide_reduced.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/All-About-Seeds-Lesson-Plan-and-Pres.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/All-Crop-Cards.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Harvest-Recipes-with-YouTube-Links-1.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtwa_AdhaTjX1glwlew-BN2ka4ZhHj6FY
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Global-Topic-cards-all.pdf


Step 3: Action Plan

1) Increase levels of awareness

• Get students outside

• Get them digging the earth, planting 
seeds, and tending to plants

• Put up signage in the garden 

• Letters home

• Develop new Green Code (poster/slogan 
competition/projects)

• Analyse surveys from the review



Step 3: Action Plan 

2) Practical improvements

Create growing areas

• Raised beds

• Herb beds

• Plant pots 

• Window planters 

• Plant fruit bushes/trees etc

Create places for wildlife 

• Build bird boxes (unused/old wood)

• Create a pond/log pile/leaf mould/wildlife area/’mini-beast’ hotel

• Leave areas  ‘unmanaged’ (hedgerows/grass areas)



Step 3 (sample) Action Plan



Step 4: Monitoring & Evaluation

1) Evaluate levels of awareness 

• Repeat the Food and Biodiversity 
Awareness Survey

2) Evaluate progress on practical 
knowledge

• Repeat the Food and Biodiversity 
Awareness Survey

• Repeat the Food Habitat Map



Food and Bio Awareness Survey
1. What % of students and staff have grown food 

before? 

2. What % of students and staff have eaten food 

that they have grown? 

3. What % of students and staff have enjoyed 

cooking food that they have grown?

4. Which of the following plants do you think grow 

in Ireland? Examples given.

5. What % of students have read all of the 

ingredients in a packet of biscuits?

6. What % of students and staff can name two ways 

that we need biodiversity to help us grow our food?

7. What % of students and staff can name two ways 

that our food choices might actually harm 

biodiversity?



Habitat Map Year 2 

The Food Habitat Map in 

year two should show any 

practical improvements made 

to improve the food 

environment and biodiversity 

in the school. 



Step 5: 
Curriculum 

Work



Step 6: Informing & Involving

• Green-Schools Notice 
Board

• Local Press

• School Newsletter

• Action Day  

• Parents/Grandparents/ 
Neighbours

• World Kitchen Day



Step 7: Green Code

Aim: To state the objectives that demonstrate the school’s    
commitment to environmentally friendly actions

• Display on your Green-Schools notice board 

• Poster/slogan competition 

-Rap

-Song

-Poem

-Code of Conduct 



Teacher Responses



Student 

Responses



Renewal Process

• Online Application Form – to be submitted by Friday, March 24th

2023

• You must have received your visit before you submit your 
application form,

• Renewal visit can take place at any stage during Year 2 

• National Awards Ceremony May (tbc)

• Flag raising ceremony



• General information on Global Citizenship Food and 
Biodiversity

• Presentations / Workshops / Lesson Plans

• Resources 

– Crop Cards

– Harvest Recipes

– Global Topics

• Case studies

• Links

www.greenschoolsireland.org



Innovate Together Fund 2020-2021

Additional funding enabled 

us to explore opportunities 

in 2020-2021:

- Chefs Connect

We hope to be able to offer 

some similar additional 

supports in 2022/23 … we’ll 

keep you posted



Applications open from September 19th to 
October 23rd: www.climateambassador.ie

Instagram @climateambassador
Twitter @climate_ambass
Facebook @ClimateAmbassador

Gary Tyrrell gtyrrell@eeu.antaisce.org
Gráinne Ryan gryan@eeu.antaisce.org
Monica Mullins mmullins@eeu.antaisce.org

http://www.climateambassador.ie/
mailto:gtyrrell@eeu.antaisce.org
mailto:gtyrrell@eeu.antaisce.org
mailto:mmullins@eeu.antaisce.org


Climate Ambassador Programme

Application

Initial 
Trainin

g Training 
Series

Network 
Gatherings

2 Climate Actions

& 
Communications 

x2

Climate 
Action 
Week

Climate

Ambassador

Awards!





Young Reporters for the Environment 

 YRE platforms student voices and their solutions for Climate Action across all themes -

See our Exposure site for past entries.

 You can enter anytime. Entries accepted until April 2023.

 Chance to share in €1,500 prize fund!

 Free access to online skills courses – Article Writing, Videography, Photojournalism Skills

 Register now for 1st webinar 11th October with Sylvia Thompson – The Irish Times

https://yreireland.exposure.co/


How to Enter –

YRE’s 4 Steps

1.  Uncover an environmental issue in your area

2.  Research a solution for it 

3.  Create an article, photo or video to 
communicate your findings (as a group or 
individually)

4.  Share your work in your school, home and 
community

 Register here:
https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH

 Contact Eoin at yre@eeu.antaisce.org

 @yreireland on Instagram 

https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH
mailto:yre@eeu.antaisce.org
https://www.instagram.com/yreireland/?hl=en


Child Protection and Garda Vetting

• An Taisce’s Child Protection Policies and Procedures are regularly reviewed and have 

recently been updated.

• A summary and link to these policies will be sent to all schools later in October

• Our Safeguarding Statement will be available shortly on our website

• Garda Vetting:

➢ all An Taisce staff regularly working with children are vetted on a biennial basis

➢ vetting to be renewed for all staff in November

➢ schools may request a Joint Agreement to obtain vetting results

➢ if any school wishes they can choose to vet our staff member themselves

➢ For all queries or requests related to vetting please contact: 

vetting@eeu.antaisce.org



Thank you!

Please email Meabh at 

mboylan@eeu.antaisce.org

with any other queries

mailto:mboylan@eeu.antaisce.org


Helpful Resources

• Food and Biodiversity Handbook

• Awareness Survey

• Food Habitat Mapping Presentation and Lesson Plan

• Application Forms (submit.com)

• Food and Biodiversity Theme Page

• Primary School Case Study 

• YouTube Playlist

https://mcusercontent.com/87e3f8c2378a1aaf63e99310d/files/ef1f9487-4a94-e328-f1d1-cdf71e198fe1/GC_Food_and_Biodiversity_Handbook.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Awareness-Survey-GC-FB.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Food-Habitat-Mapping-2-of-2-pres.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Food-Habitat-Mapping-1-of-2-lesson-plan.pdf
https://greenschools.submit.com/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/global-citizenship-food-and-biodiversity/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/case-studies/svp-national-school/?portfolioCats=219
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtwa_AdhaTjX1glwlew-BN2ka4ZhHj6FY

