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The aim of the Green-Schools Programme

‘Is to increase students’ and participant awareness of
environmental issues through classroom studies and to
transfer this knowledge into positive environmental action
in the school and also in the wider community’

«vv
au‘

|

Green-Schools
G An Taisce




Green-Schools Ireland

International
Environmental Programme

Award Scheme

Holistic

Long Term
Programme

Ethos Whole-School Action
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Partnerships/Support

* Neat Streets
* YRE Litterless

S el A e To organize a Clothes recycling

event contact Joe on

" Mmywaste.le 0861026104 or joe@trl.ie
» Textile Recycling Ltd:

e Lets Fix Fashion

W
CLOTHESPOD.IE ¥ cLoTHESPODIE
PROUDLY SUPPORTING PROUDLY SUPPORTING
GREEN-SCHOOLS 0OLS



http://www.trl.ie/
mailto:leonard@trl.ie
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GREEN'SCHOOLS IN IRELAND Green-Schools
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Over 83% of all schools

3,634 schools registered in Ireland

80,592 teachers
886, 190 pupils 3,350 schools awarded



Litter and Waste Theme 2022

53 70%0

Schools awarded Green Reduced their general waste
Flag for Litter & Waste
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around waste segregation,
waste-free lunches and
climate action



2021/2022 In Review

GREEN-SCHOOLS

Y/, /

Ce - ’
s YOI 53 (it green flags awarded

- 77% of schools reduced their landfill waste
57% carried out o community clean up

88% of schools had excellent awareness about water 4
77% have a water butt and/or a rainwater harvesting |
system and 56% carried out a cleanup of a
beach/river/canal @

sy L
je_\@ 86% of schools recorded an increase
\
1 A ) in sustainable travel
- pe 20,725 students participated in 855
= WOW days

77% of the students understand
how to help biodiversity.

3608 trees planted and 304 new
bug hotels

.Am 30,000 students increased knowledge on global
citizenship to good and even excellent

528 Irish students participated in the Global

Classroom project

95% of schools investigated marine litter prevention
59% of schools investigated Global Goal 14: Life Below Water

100% of schools grew crops on their school
grounds

- | 52% of schools did Cooking Skills Workshops
More then 95% of schools took part in two or
more cooking activities



Phases

Registration

Implementation
Assessment & Award




Implementing the Programme — The 7 Steps!

3. Action Plan
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1. Green-Schools Committee

6. Informing
and Involving

5. Curriculum Work



Does Green-Schools Make a Difference?

Raising awareness Is
KEY!



Green-Schools for Everyone

Green-Schools is a structured but
FLEXIBLE programme

Green-Schools’ mission is to protect planet Earth - our shared home to which we
all belong -and we want everyone involved!

We warmly welcome students and staff of all backgrounds, cultures, races and

ethnicities, religions and belief systems, abilities, sexual orientations and gender
identities. Equity, diversity and social justice are fundamental to our values — so
whoever you are, we can’t wait to have YOU involved



“Litter levels on rise again with coffee cups replacing Covid-masks as scourge of Irish
beaches” Sept 22-IBAL

Food litter is a health hazard that attracts rats, flies that can spread disease, all litter
ruins the appearance of our towns and countryside.

Toxins in our litter can contaminate our soil and water (Dog Fouling)

These toxins enter the food chain by being eaten or absorbed by animals, most
commonly by sea creatures such as plankton and shellfish.

Globally, over 1 million sea birds, 100,000 turtles and sea mammals are killed by litter
every year!
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Ireland generates over 1.1 million tonnes of packaging waste(less than 1/3 recycled) with 4 operational landfill sites
compared with 25 in 2010.

320,000 tonnes of plastic packaging last year.

8.3 billion tonnes of plastic waste created since 1950. 30% still in use, 12% incinerated, 9% recycled, 79% landfilled or
remains in environment

Waste to energy incinerator (treats 35% of our residual waste) Capacity to convert 20 million tonnes of waste into more
than 10 million MWh — enough clean energy to power over 1 million homes. 69% plastic packaging
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1,000,000

500,000

0
20102011201220132014201520162017201820192020202520302035

= Municipal waste generated (tonnes) ==#==Recycling rate (%) =-@=EU recycling targets




PON ) GOODJOB
NSUMPTIC U ONO

= D =0

https://www.mywaste.ie/the-circular-
economy/

AND

LINEAR ECONOMY CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Materials in a Linear Economy Materials in a Circular Economy are
create waste after use. collected and reused after each use.

MAKE

TAKE MAKE USE DISPOSE



https://www.mywaste.ie/the-circular-economy/
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Step 1: Green-Schools Committee

Essential:
> Students (N.B. student led)
» Co-ordinator

Optional:

» Teaching Staff & Non-teaching staff
» Principal

» Caretaker

»Parents & Community Members

Tips:
» Represent all classes
»Sub committees
» Delegate responsibility of notice board to a different
class each week, enforcing whole school involvement
»Award best classroom with ‘green cup/cert’
» Meet regularly and keep notes!

Remember! Whole school involvement!

Eg: St Cronan’s Sec. school, N. Tipp. 58 pupils, teachers, parent rep & community rep.



Step 2:Environmental Review

* I|dentify and quantify the initial sltuation.
Essential Actions:
* Litter and Waste Checklists (online)
* I|dentify litter black spots
 Waste Audit (online):
- What is going into the bins?

- How much waste?

; | Assess levels of awareness (Recommended)
EH 2 5 -: Create a map of litter black spots (Recommended)
B ' What and how much is being recycled (Recommended)

Check out your Litter and Waste Handbook for an example of an Environmental Review!
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Litter Checklist

The following checklist is an open-ended checklist looking at the schools impact on the
environment in relation to litter. This checklist also has an educational function whereby the
process of gathering data raises awareness and gives you a basis for developing your action
plan. Each guestion in the checklist can be answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’. ‘No’ indicates that
improvement is possible. Quantifiable targets can then be set for area highlighted for
improvement. The questions in the review below are suggested questions please feel free
to add questions in order to examine a particular area relevant to your school.

Action Notes: Litter

Does your school have a litter problem?

A
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Waste Checklist

The following checklist is an open-ended checklist looking at the schools impact on the environment
in relation to waste. This checklist also has an educational function whereby the process of gathering
data raises awareness and gives you a basis for developing your action plan. Each question in the
checklist can be answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’. ‘No’ indicates that improvement is possible. Quantifiable
targets can then be set for area highlighted for improvement. The questions in the review below are
suggested guestions please feel free to add questions in order to examine a particular area relevant
to your school.

Question Yes/No Action Notes: Waste

Prevention/Minimisation

Does your school have a policy on litter?

Is there a purchasing policy for materials such as
toilet tissues, stationery, books, notepaper, etc?

Is the school clean inside?

Does the school have email addresses/mobile
phone numbers for families?

Are there any areas where litter is particularly
bad?

Are there any times of the day/week where
litter is particularly bad?

Does the school use notice boards/circulars to give
out information to staff instead of individual
bulletins?

Does the litter mostly originate from inside the
school?

Are students encouraged to avoid excess
packaging with their lunches?

Are there enough litterbins inside the school?

Are long life products chosen over short life ones?

Are there enough litterbins outside the school?

Are materials bought in large packs to avoid
excessive packaging?

Are they in the right places?

Are copies/records kept on disk, not paper?

Are certain types of litter more commons that
others?

Is paper used on both sides?

Re-use/Recycle

Is re-useable selected first, then recyclable?

Have your school ever carried out a litter
survey?

Are old envelopes saved for re-use?

Do you take part in local (e.g. Tidy Towns) or
national events (e.g. National Spring Clean)
tackling litter?

Are casual notes written on scrap paper?

Is office waste paper recycled?

|s the topic of litter incorporated into the school
ethos/curriculum?

Does the school have or use any recycling
facilities?
If so what materials are recycled?

Have the school ever been visited by a Litter
Warden from the Local Authority?

Does the school have a compost heap or compost
bin?

Is the topic of waste and waste minimization
incorporated into the school ethos/curriculum?




10. Please compare the amounts of waste your school produced for two comparable periods of time over the duration of your work on
the Litter and Waste theme:

* Please provide figures for all types of waste produced by your school: general, recycling and compost.

« If you are counting your waste in bins/bags please note the size of the bins/bags used

Year 1 (Review) - General Waste

Start date for period over which waste to landfill was monitored

Number of school days in this period

Amount of waste sent to landfill

Unit of measurement:

kg

Cost in Euro

Year 1 (Review) - Recycling

Start date for period over which amount of waste sent to recycling was monitored

Number of school days in this period
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When carrying out 2 Waste Audit in your school, the aimis to find outif thera are opportunities o reduce your waste even further, The best way to go about this is by
actually finding out exactly what type of waste you generate and then to weigh the waste your self, However, this might nat always be possible and sometimes you
might have to estimate how much waste is in your bin bag or wheelie bin. We have ceated a handy guide for you so that you can guess how much waste you are
penerating and, bester yer, how much you might reduce your waste by, You can also se= that we are sharing a handy check listwith you sa that you can check what type
of waste is generated even befure it ends upin the bin or in your lunchbax before you take it home. Goad luck with your wark!

Tissue

\Wrapper

0ld markers

(Crisp/popcorn packet

Plastic cutlery
Tinfoil (dirty)
(Cling-film

ompost or
1 can apply

Plastic gloves

Disposable mask

Straw

Dispasable cup

Empty frubes packet

Now that you have some idea aout how muth your waste weighs it is time to start
finding opportunities ta reduce your wastz. The best way to do this is by
UNCESENGENg the [ype 0f WaSIE you EENerae. ol mulé have free Gifferent bins
in your ciassroom:

regyding bin

lanwdfill/rubkish bin ! i I

ompost bin § Le?s et ontn the weighing scakes! Chisck how much you weigh yourseffirst. Then
ap o the scales and getyeur bag of wasts and waigh yours again buteaa with

But what about.....7

Clothes and fabric..send to 2 dothes bank like Clothes Pod haps/wew.clothespod.ie/ , 2 charity shop, create somathing new
or hold a swap shop.

Batteries and appliances...check out WEEE Recyde for their elecronics recyciing facilities hitps-/ienwe.weesireland ie/
Glass._bring to your nearest bottle bank

Furniture and other big itams.. Visit https=/fwaww. mywaste iefwhat-to-do-with-my-large items/ for lots of tips and information.

Tt might be difficuit to empty out your bin o look & the gpe of wasie you have in the bazix) in yaur hand. Wris cown the mew weght and sabtract your o weght
there_ Therefare, we have created the checklists you can see on the next few pages and_vmla . now pou know how much e wass pou ellecd wighs!
fohelp you with this process. Far axampis, laes assume you weighin ar 45tz and when you gz badk on the sl
{Chegk off what waste you are putbingin the dassroom Bins and maybe even the ‘i yoer wass & satms that you now weigh S your squation i igdSiz=die
\luast?vu have leftin your lunchbax befare yn.lsu home. This will give you some 0 pour wasts weighs B

W

23 of what ype af waste you are generating and will help you find ways ta reduce it Fyou on't e 2 s el you conld s s sl et Gaod k!
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Recyding e tming waste it scenehing hat can e et agan. ' much et tham sening wete ol bt s uses ot o energy — S0 reggerwhen you can.

Remember, recyding must be clean and iy beforegoing i the b, and sof plasics e weanpers must 0 inthefancfl bininstead Banana skin

Plastic bottle

Scrap paper

Clean yogurt pot

Clean milk carton

Clean juice carton

Toilet roll core

Card/cardboard

Plastic cutlery

Drinks can

Rigid plastic
packaging

Tins (e.g. tuna tin)

Clean tinfoil

Orange peel
Other fruit/peel

Pencil shavings

Leftover lunch

Egg shells

Kitchen roll/tissue

Teabags* and coffee

Compostable cup**

Vegware®*

* Manyteabags contain 2 small amount of plastic; to avoid this, choose eco-friendly brands — or most simply, use loose
tea leaves instead of tezbags.
"*Compostable cups and Vegware may look like nermal disposable cups and cutlery, but they are actuzlly made from
tom starch and ather plant producs. Chedk the label if you're unsure f it's plastic or vegware. I it is vegware & should
g0 in the compast bin — but anky if the compest bin goes to an indusirial composter; unfortunately these producs
still won't brezk down in your garden compost —which is why reusable is afways better for the environment than single-use!




Recommended Actions

Cample Awareness Questionhaire

Rl
1. Do you know what m means?
% . , -

‘yu
4

X PGB

) " R 2. Do you know what this symbol means?
LEBG s ew !

LS

3. Do you know why we recycle?

flavey EART Doy

W@ -
>< 4. Do you know what this is made of?
A

Yes= ¢ No = “
Yes= & No = (*]
Yes= & | No = (+]
Yes= ¥ | No = @
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Green- Schools Green Schools Questionnaire

T A T

Please indicate if you are a Teacher or a Student: Teacher [ Student [
Littering
Have you ever littered? Yes / No

Any suggestions on how we can improve / reduce littering both in and outside our school?

Waste Management

What is Recycling?

What materials do you recycle? Plastic Paper Cardboard Bottles Other

How long have you been recycling? Days Weeks Months Years
Do you know what contamination refers to when recycling? Yes / No
Do you know where your local recycling centre is?  Yes / No

Any suggestions on how we can improve recycling in our school?

Waste Prevention

Do you bring a re-usable water bottles to school? Yes / No
Do you bring a re-usuable lunch box to school? Yes / No
Do you print on both sides of a page? Yes / No

Any suggestions on how we can reduce waste in our school?




Step 3 Action Plan

Person/Group Responsible Time Frame

Carry out a Biodiversity Awareness Survey fo | Green-Schools Committee Early to mid September

examine he fvelof overenessamong studentsand TWO overa I I o b j ect ives

Habitat Map The school Grounds and do Up d IsT of | Green-Schools Commitiee Early 1o mid Seprember
the biodiversity in our school

1) Increase levels of awareness

2) Practical improvements



Action/Target:
Year One

Person/Group
Responsible

Timeframe

Progress Made

% targets

Achievable

Actions needed
fo meet targets

Seven Steps —

Step 3

Action Plan

Use results from the environmental
review to inform your action plan

and set realistic targets.
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WE RECYCLE

CLEAN and DRY

CARDBOARD

RIGID PLASTIC
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Step 4: Monitoring and Evaluation

Repeat surveys carried by students where possible
Litter wardens, waste watchers.

Regular meetings in parallel with action plan

Mini review on procurement — are people satisfied with new products?
Create graphs and charts to represent the changes you have made

Print and stick next to bin. Colour in one square for every item you put in the bin (will form a graph)

Tissue |||||||||‘||||||‘|‘|||

Wrapper 5 5 505 5 5 5 5 5 S S
Pencil shavings |||||||

[Crisp packet
Tinfoil
[Cling-film
Plastic gloves
Disposable mask
Straw
Disposable cup




Step 4:Monitoring and Evaluation

NB: Not just results but how you achieved them!

* Lunch box and bin monitoring systems

* Use photos, bills, charts, eco diaries, surveys, graphs, traffic
light system;
: Over 15 pieces of litter found ...

»Orange: 5-10 pieces
: 5 pieces or less =




Step 4:Monitoring and Evaluation

*Publicise work and results
*Keep records of everything!!!

*Celebrate!!!

5
‘ ( [}

Graph & display your results & A

WASTE REDUCTION (KG'S)

1,34 o1.29

17TH OCT 7TH NOV 28TH NOV 8TH JAN 22ND JAN 5TH FEB




Advanced

White Coloured

Area of School Cardboard | Plastic Metal Glass |Food Waste] Other Total
Paper Paper
3rd Class 520 80 40 400 0 0 300 150 1,490
4th Class 100 150 120 2,000 0 0 200 450 3,020
5th Class 700 90 0 400 0 0 500 280 1,970
6th Class 920 620 0 200 0 0 500 150 2,390
Staffroom 0 0 0 150 0 0 1,200 150 1,500
Total 2,240 940 160 3,150 - - 2,700 1,180 10,370
Holy Rosary Waste Profile Holy Rosary Waste Profile by Class
— 10,370

‘White Paper, 22%

Food Waste, 26%
\ Coloured Paper, 9%
Cardboard, 2%

Metal, 0%

Plastic, 30%
3rd Class (1490g) 4th Class (3020g) 5th Class (1970g) 6th Class (2390g) Staffroom [1500g)

Total (g)

|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
[

W Food Waste M Plastic Metal mWhite Paper M Coloured Paper M Cardboard MGlass W Other Total ‘



Step 5: Curriculum Work

Bird Species observed in Colaiste lascaigh
over a five week period

Maths

Provide real life situations for mathematical
analysis (graphs/charts)

Science
Develop a scientific approach to problem

solving
Encourage responsibility for the environment

Art

Posters, murals, fashion to aid environmental
awareness



Step 5: Curriculum Work

‘Pick up your litter & let
the place glitter’ Languages

Essay topics, new Green Code, as
Gaeilge/French. Promotes public speaking etc.

CPSE (Secondary)

Recognised as a suitable Action project for
Junior Cert

" demckaka., . ™ x W S D 5
i | R 2

Geography

Mapping the school grounds, discussion &
exploration of environmental issues e.g.
pollution & litter

L HX




Step 5: Curriculum Work

Home Economics

Examine where our food & textiles come from
Investigate ways of reducing/reusing etc.

Woodwork

Design & construct bins/signs/bird tables/boxes

History

Examine changes throughout time




Seven Steps — Step 6

Informing and Involving
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In schools and in the wider community
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e sugestion, 45,

* Reading books, quizzes, games, talks,
* Posters/art displays, videos etc.

* Write to local businesses asking them to think about reducing
plastic packaging and single use plastic items.
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Day of Action

* Raise awareness of Green-Schools within and beyond your school
* Learning Day or week —focus on online lesson plans.
* Educational tour of Recycling/Waste to energy plant

* Investigate what happens to your waste when it’s taken away
from the school, i.e. recycling/ landfill / sewerage.

* Virtual Webinars

* Clean-up, Tidy Towns

* National Spring Clean
 Waste free Wednesdays



http://www.nationalspringclean.org/

Green Code

Aim: To state the objectives that demonstrate the school’s
commitment to environmentally-friendly actions

*Competition
*Rap/song/poem

*Code of Conduct

*Display on Green-Schools “Be Class, d on Ft

Notice Boards throw litter onthe | r
Ground or Grass.”

- 5t. Cuama's M5,
Kilcooma, Co. Galway




www.mywaste.ie

what to recycle

To keep up with international standards in recycling we
have drawn up a list of the materials you can put in your

household recycle bin.

learn more =P

what to do what to do what to do
with my with my with my
Iarge items? food waste? textiles?

learn more -) \ Iearnms -.C\\
< L N



Waste Management Hierarchy

PREPARING FOR RE-USE

RECYCLING

RECOVERY

DISPOSAL




Prevention and Minimisation

. Buy products with little or no packaging with a long life span

. Check your purchasing policy; is it necessary and where will it end up?
Dispose of refrigeration units, electrical good and batteries appropriately through the WEEE scheme.

*  Tryto repair items rather than throwing them away
* Implement a Lunch box policy to reduce packaging waste
*  Cut up old clothes to make rags for cleaning.

. Compost organic waste.

* Talk to your postman about not delivering junk mail.
* Talk to your catering providers about eliminating single use plastic
*  Organise a clothes, book or toy swap event.

. Make eco-friendly cleaning products.



Plastic Free

Use Use a reusable water bottle

Choose Choose pencils or pens made from recycled materials

Swap Swap paper towels (they come wrapped in plastic) for cloths

Avoid Avoid plastic food bags. Use a reusable lunch box

Make Make wax paper food wraps to wrap your sandwiches, cheese etc for your lunchbox

DleJaRd TNl Il Don’'t laminate paper or opt for reusable plastic pouches




Checklists: Can the packaging or the product be used again?

. Re-usable masks, cloths for cleaning

. Old bottles and jars —storage

. Yoghurt pots, milk cartons — planters, wellies.

. Wrap presents in recycled wrapping paper or old newspaper., shoe boxes
J Scrap Box for paper

. Envelopes (re-use labels)

. Ice cream tubs (crayons)
J Art
. T shirt into tote bag

. Swap shop



Seomral 13 - 22
Rooms 13 - 22




Recycling

WHAT GOES IN RECYCLING MADE EASY YOUR RECYCLING
MY RECYCLE BIN? = A

APER .
EAkuBg w BC CARDBO.

ALL PLASﬂc_@ I.L PI.ASTIC ALL PLASTIC
PACKAGING>”, <M PACKAGING

S Tins ? TINS
© CaNs [ @ IEXTUENSRAl © CANS

\os"

mywaste (§)(in) (w) f |emmeme,  mywaste (f) (in) (w) | mztrm, mywoste (¥) (in) (w)

Risttm wa b irvums
Grverimn: o 1rdand

Any local collections — mobile phones, ink cartridges, stamps (for Charities)



https://www.mywaste.ie/

Recycling
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Composting

What can | compost at my school?

Anything that once lived or grew can be composted!
e Shredded paper

e All fruit and vegetables waste

* Tea bags/ coffee grounds

e Pencil parings

e Kitchen paper

 Compostable nappies

B Why compost?
* Helps the environment by reducing waste
* Cheap, easy & saves on waste charges!

* Good for the garden-returns nutrients to the soil,
conserves boglands



The 4 rules of Composting

1.Use quality (Greens & Browns)

2.Create an adequate for the pile

3.Maintain consistent

4.Ensure good circulation



Young Reporters for the Environment

» YRE platforms student voices and their solutions for Climate Action across all themes -
See our Exposure site for past entries.

» You can enter anytime. Entries accepted until April 2023.
» Chance to share in €1,500 prize fund!
» Free access to online skills courses - Article Writing, Videography, Photojournalism Skills

» Register now for 1st webinar 11th October with Sylvia Thompson - The Irish Times

Young Reporters
for the environment



https://yreireland.exposure.co/

How to Enter -
YRE’s 4 Steps

1. Uncover an environmental issue in your area

2. Research a solution for it

3. Create an article, photo or video to
communicate your findings (as a group or
individually)

4. Share your work in your school, home and
community

» Register here:
https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH

» Contact Eoin at yre@eeu.antaisce.org

» @yreireland on Instagram



https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH
mailto:yre@eeu.antaisce.org
https://www.instagram.com/yreireland/?hl=en

e

SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY AUTHORITY
OF IRELAND

S€a

Sustainable Energy Workshops

SEAI are back to conducting in-class, outdoor and online workshops for students and
teachers. Book Now For more info visit SEAI Workshops for Schools.
Guzzler is waiting for your call!



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=twM0m0-jH027QRHDQ6H8x048f6FnCt5EqBXaErCuGRdURjBaMlA4UUhSRFc3MzNIQVZBS0JOTlo0Uy4u
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/schools/workshops-for-schools/
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/schools/workshops-for-schools/

Climate Ambassador Programme =

CLIMATE
AMBASSADOR

2 Climate Actions &
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Application Process

Online Applications open

e Recommendations

* Assessment visit by March 2023
* National Awards Ceremony (May)

* Flag raising ceremony
-Everyone involved
-Wider Community
-Celebrate!!!




NEWSLETTER

http://eepurl.com/gfU4Tr

Green-Schools Newsletter Mailing List

Sign up to the Green-Schools monthly newletter to learn about good news stories and up-
coming Green-Schools events

Email Address

First Name

Last Name
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Child Protection and Garda Vetting !TQ

G An Taisce

« An Taisce’s Child Protection Policies and Procedures are regularly reviewed and have
recently been updated.

« A summary and link to these policies will be sent to all schools later in October
« Our Safeguarding Statement will be available shortly on our website
« (Garda Vetting:
> all An Taisce staff regularly working with children are vetted on a biennial basis
> vetting to be renewed for all staff in November
> schools may request a Joint Agreement to obtain vetting results
» if any school wishes they can choose to vet our staff member themselves

> For all queries or requests related to vetting please contact: vetting@eeu.antaisce.org



Questions & Answers

» Thank you for your
attention!
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Questions? Contact us

0872205069
info@greenschoolsireland.org



