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The aim of the Green-Schools Programme 

‘Is to increase students’ and participant awareness of 
environmental issues through classroom studies and to 

transfer this knowledge into positive environmental action 
in the school and also in the wider community’
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Partnerships/Support

• Neat Streets

• YRE Litterless

• Local Authorities

• mywaste.ie

• Textile Recycling Ltd: www.trl.ie

• Lets Fix Fashion  

To organize a Clothes recycling 

event contact Joe on 

0861026104 or joe@trl.ie

http://www.trl.ie/
mailto:leonard@trl.ie


Green-Schools Themes

Green- Schools 
Themes

1:Litter & Waste

3: Energy

6: GC Litter & 
Waste

5: Biodiversity

4: Travel

2: Water

7: GC Energy

8: GC Marine Environment

9: GC Travel

10: GC Food & 

Biodiversity



GREEN-SCHOOLS IN IRELAND 

3,634 schools registered
Over 83% of all schools 
in Ireland

80,592 teachers
886, 190 pupils 3,350 schools awarded



Litter and Waste Theme 2022

53
Schools awarded Green 
Flag for Litter & Waste

57%
of schools carried 
out community clean ups!

70%
Reduced their general waste

53%
Schools created campaigns 
around waste segregation, 
waste-free lunches and 
climate action



2021/2022 In Review



Registration

Implementation

Application

Assessment & Award

Phases



Implementing the Programme – The 7 Steps! 

2. Environmental Review 

1. Green-Schools Committee

5. Curriculum Work

3. Action Plan

4. Monitoring and 
Evaluation

6. Informing 
and Involving

7. Green
Code



Does Green-Schools Make a Difference?

Raising awareness is 
KEY! 
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Green-Schools for Everyone

Green-Schools’ mission is to protect planet Earth - our shared home to which we 
all belong -and we want everyone involved!

We warmly welcome students and staff of all backgrounds, cultures, races and 
ethnicities, religions and belief systems, abilities, sexual orientations and gender 
identities. Equity, diversity and social justice are fundamental to our values – so 
whoever you are, we can’t wait to have YOU involved

Situation will vary from school to school

Green-Schools is a structured but 

FLEXIBLE programme



Litter

➢ “Litter levels on rise again with coffee cups replacing Covid-masks as scourge of Irish 
beaches” Sept 22-IBAL

➢ Food litter is a health hazard that attracts rats, flies that can spread disease, all litter 
ruins the appearance of our towns and countryside. 

➢ Toxins in our litter can contaminate our soil and water (Dog Fouling)

These toxins enter the food chain by being eaten or absorbed by animals, most      
commonly by sea creatures such as plankton and shellfish. 

➢ Globally, over 1 million sea birds, 100,000 turtles and sea mammals are killed by litter 
every year!



Waste

➢ Ireland generates over 1.1 million tonnes of packaging waste(less than 1/3 recycled) with 4 operational landfill sites 
compared with 25 in 2010.

➢ 320,000 tonnes of plastic packaging last year.

➢ 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic waste created since 1950. 30% still in use, 12% incinerated, 9% recycled, 79% landfilled or 
remains in environment

➢ Waste to energy incinerator (treats 35% of our residual waste) Capacity to convert 20 million tonnes of waste into more 
than 10 million MWh — enough clean energy to power over 1 million homes. 69% plastic packaging



The Circular Economy  

https://www.mywaste.ie/the-circular-

economy/

https://www.mywaste.ie/the-circular-economy/




Step 1: Green-Schools Committee

Essential:
➢Students (N.B. student led) 
➢Co-ordinator 

Optional: 
➢Teaching Staff & Non-teaching staff 
➢Principal 
➢Caretaker 
➢Parents  & Community Members 

Tips:
➢Represent all classes
➢Sub committees 
➢Delegate responsibility of notice board to a different 
class each week, enforcing whole school involvement
➢Award best classroom with ‘green cup/cert’
➢Meet regularly and keep notes!

Remember! Whole school involvement! 

Eg: St Cronan’s Sec. school, N. Tipp. 58 pupils, teachers, parent rep & community rep. 



• Identify and quantify the initial situation. how?

Essential Actions:

• Litter and Waste Checklists (online)

• Identify litter black spots

• Waste Audit (online):

- What is going into the bins?

- How much waste?

Assess levels of awareness (Recommended)

Create a map of litter black spots (Recommended)

What and how much is being recycled (Recommended)

Step 2:Environmental Review

Check out your Litter and Waste Handbook for an example of an Environmental Review!











Map of Litter Black Spots

Recommended Actions





Step 3 Action Plan

Two overall objectives 

1) Increase levels of awareness

2) Practical improvements

Action Person/Group Responsible Time Frame

Carry out a Biodiversity Awareness Survey to

examine the level of awareness among students and

staff

Green-Schools Committee Early to mid September

Habitat Map the school grounds and do up a list of

the biodiversity in our school

Green-Schools Committee Early to mid September





Examples









Step 4: Monitoring and Evaluation

• Repeat surveys carried by students where possible
• Litter wardens, waste watchers.
• Regular meetings in parallel with action plan
• Mini review on procurement – are people satisfied with new products?
• Create graphs and charts to represent the changes you have made 

Print and stick next to bin. Colour in one square for every item you put in the bin (will form a graph)  

Tissue                                                            

Wrapper                                                            

Pencil shavings                                                            

Crisp packet                                                            

Tinfoil                                                            

Cling-film                                                            

Plastic gloves                                                            

Disposable mask                                                            

Straw                                                            

Disposable cup                                                            

                                                            

                                                            

                                                            

                                                            

  



• Lunch box and bin monitoring systems

• Use photos, bills, charts, eco diaries, surveys, graphs, traffic 
light system; 

NB: Not just results but how you achieved them! 

Step 4:Monitoring and Evaluation

➢Red Light: Over 15 pieces of litter found ...
➢Orange: 5-10 pieces 
➢Green: 5 pieces or less 



Step 4:Monitoring and Evaluation

Graph & display your results 

•Publicise work and results
•Keep records of everything!!!
•Celebrate!!! 



Advanced



Step 5: Curriculum Work

Maths

Provide real life situations for mathematical 
analysis (graphs/charts) 

Science

Art

Develop a scientific approach to problem 
solving 
Encourage responsibility for the environment 

Posters, murals, fashion to  aid environmental 
awareness



Step 5: Curriculum Work

Languages

CPSE (Secondary)

Geography

‘Pick up your litter & let 
the place glitter’ 

Essay topics, new Green Code, as 
Gaeilge/French. Promotes public speaking etc. 

Recognised as a suitable Action project for 
Junior Cert 

Mapping the school grounds, discussion & 
exploration of environmental issues e.g. 
pollution & litter 



Step 5: Curriculum Work

Home Economics

Woodwork

History

Examine where our food & textiles come from 

Investigate ways of reducing/reusing etc. 

Design & construct bins/signs/bird tables/boxes

Examine changes throughout time 





• Reading books, quizzes, games, talks, 

• Posters/art displays, videos etc. 

• Write to local businesses asking them to think about reducing 
plastic packaging  and single use plastic items. 





Day of Action

• Raise awareness of Green-Schools within and beyond your school

• Learning Day or week –focus on online lesson plans. 

• Educational tour of Recycling/Waste to energy plant 

• Investigate what happens to your waste when it’s taken away 
from the school, i.e. recycling/ landfill / sewerage.

• Virtual Webinars

• Clean-up, Tidy Towns

• National Spring Clean

• Waste free Wednesdays

www.nationalspringclean.org

http://www.nationalspringclean.org/


Aim: To state the objectives that demonstrate the school’s 
commitment to environmentally-friendly actions

Green Code

•Competition

•Rap/song/poem 

•Code of Conduct

•Display on Green-Schools 
Notice Boards 



www.mywaste.ie 



Waste Management Hierarchy



Prevention and Minimisation

• Buy products with little or no packaging with a long life span 

• Check your purchasing policy;  is it necessary and where will it end up? 
Dispose of refrigeration units, electrical good and batteries appropriately through the WEEE scheme. 

• Try to repair items rather than throwing them away

• Implement a Lunch box policy to reduce packaging waste

• Cut up old clothes to make rags for cleaning. 

• Compost organic waste.

• Talk to your postman about not delivering junk mail. 

• Talk to your catering providers about eliminating single use plastic 

• Organise a clothes, book or toy swap event.

• Make eco-friendly cleaning products. 



Plastic Free



• Re-usable masks, cloths for cleaning

• Old bottles and jars –storage

• Yoghurt pots, milk cartons – planters, wellies.

• Wrap presents in recycled wrapping paper or old newspaper., shoe boxes

• Scrap Box for paper

• Envelopes (re-use labels)

• Ice cream tubs (crayons)

• Art

• T shirt into tote bag 

• Swap shop 

Reuse

Checklists: Can the packaging or the product be used again?





Recycling

https://www.mywaste.ie
Any  local collections – mobile phones, ink cartridges, stamps (for Charities)

https://www.mywaste.ie/


Recycling



What can I compost at my  school?
Anything that once lived or grew can be composted!

• Shredded paper

• All fruit and vegetables waste

• Tea bags/ coffee grounds

• Pencil parings

• Kitchen paper

• Compostable nappies

Composting

Why compost?  
• Helps the environment by reducing waste

• Cheap, easy & saves on waste charges!

• Good for the garden-returns nutrients to the soil, 
conserves boglands



1.Use quality MATERIALS (Greens & Browns)

2.Create an adequate VOLUME for the pile

3.Maintain consistent MOISTURE

4.Ensure good AIR circulation

The 4 rules of Composting



Young Reporters for the Environment 

 YRE platforms student voices and their solutions for Climate Action across all themes -

See our Exposure site for past entries.

 You can enter anytime. Entries accepted until April 2023.

 Chance to share in €1,500 prize fund!

 Free access to online skills courses – Article Writing, Videography, Photojournalism Skills

 Register now for 1st webinar 11th October with Sylvia Thompson – The Irish Times

https://yreireland.exposure.co/


How to Enter –

YRE’s 4 Steps

1.  Uncover an environmental issue in your area

2.  Research a solution for it 

3.  Create an article, photo or video to 
communicate your findings (as a group or 
individually)

4.  Share your work in your school, home and 
community

 Register here:
https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH

 Contact Eoin at yre@eeu.antaisce.org

 @yreireland on Instagram 

https://forms.office.com/r/q0EG82h0dH
mailto:yre@eeu.antaisce.org
https://www.instagram.com/yreireland/?hl=en


Sustainable Energy Workshops
SEAI are back to conducting in-class, outdoor and online workshops for students and 

teachers. Book Now For more info visit SEAI Workshops for Schools.
Guzzler is waiting for your call!

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=twM0m0-jH027QRHDQ6H8x048f6FnCt5EqBXaErCuGRdURjBaMlA4UUhSRFc3MzNIQVZBS0JOTlo0Uy4u
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/schools/workshops-for-schools/
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/schools/workshops-for-schools/


Climate Ambassador Programme

Application

Training Network 
Gatherings

2 Climate Actions & 

2 Communications Climate 
Action 
Week

Climate

Ambassador

Awards!



Application Process

• Online Applications open

• Recommendations

• Assessment visit by March 2023

• National Awards Ceremony (May) 

• Flag raising ceremony
-Everyone involved
-Wider Community
-Celebrate!!!



NEWSLETTER

http://eepurl.com/gfU4Tr



Child Protection and Garda Vetting

• An Taisce’s Child Protection Policies and Procedures are regularly reviewed and have 

recently been updated.

• A summary and link to these policies will be sent to all schools later in October

• Our Safeguarding Statement will be available shortly on our website

• Garda Vetting:

➢ all An Taisce staff regularly working with children are vetted on a biennial basis

➢ vetting to be renewed for all staff in November

➢ schools may request a Joint Agreement to obtain vetting results

➢ if any school wishes they can choose to vet our staff member themselves

➢ For all queries or requests related to vetting please contact: vetting@eeu.antaisce.org



Questions & Answers

• Thank you for your 
attention!

Contact us

0872205069
info@greenschoolsireland.org

Questions?


